7 be Htflme of KingLear. 

Gloft. "No, what needcs "then that tcrribe difpatch of it into 
your pocket, the qualkie ofno thing hath not fuchneed to hide 
itfelfe,lets fee, come if itbce nothing! ffialinotneedefpetta- 

° j ta. I befcech you Sir pardon me,it is a letter from my brother, 
that I haue not all ore read, for fo much as I haue perufed, 1 hnd it 
not fit for your liking. 

Gloft. Giue me the letter fir, . . 

<% a a i (hall offend either to detaine or guie it, the contents 

as in part I vnderftand them, are too blame. 

Gbit Lets fee, lets fee ? . ... 

Baft ' I hope for my brothers iuftificauon, he wrot this but 

©four times, keepcs our fortunes from vs till our oidnes cannot 
reiifh them, I begin to find an idle and fond bondage intheop- 
preffion of aged tyranny, who fwaies not as it hath power, but as 
it is fufferecijCome to me, that of this I may tpeake morc ifour 
father would fleepe till I wake him you fliould imoy halfehis 
reuenew for euer , andliue thebeloued of your brother Ed- 


g 1Ln, confpiracie. flept till I wakt him, you Ihould enioy halfe 
his reuenew, my fonne Edgar., had hee a hand to write this, a 
hart and braine to breed it m, when came this to you, who 


h %t It was not brought me my Lord, ther’s the cunning of 
it I found it throwne in at the cafement of my clofet. 

1 Gloft- You know the Caraftar to be your brothers i _ 

B ift Ifthe matter were good my Lord I durft fweare it wei e 
his but in refpecfofthat I wouldfaine thinke it were not, 

Baft. It i s his hand my Lord, but Ihopehis heart is not in 

Gloft. Hath he neuer heretofore fouded you in this bufines? 

'Baft. Neuer my Lord, but I haue often heard him maintmne 
it to be fit. that fons atperfit age,& fathers declining, his 
fliould be as ward to the fonne,and the fonne mannage . 



7be Hi si one of King Lear . 

Gloft. Ovi’lainCjvillaine, his very opinion in the letter, ab* 
honed villaine 5 vnnaturaU detefled brutiih viltaine,worfc then 
brutiili.go fir feeke him,! apprehend him,abhominable yillaine 

vvhereishe? . * n i r 

I doe not well know my Lord, if it {hall pleafe you to 
fufpend your indignation againft my brother, til you candenue 

from him better telfimonycf this intent: you (hould runacer- 
tainecourfe,whereif you violently proceed againft him, mi- 
flakiiw his purpofe, it would make a great gap in your owne 
honour, & fhake in peeces the heart ofhis obediece,! dare pawn 
downe my liie for him, he hath wrote this to feele my affection 
to your honour, and to no further pretence ot danger. 

Gloft. Thinke you fo? . , 

Baft . Ifyour honour iudge it meete. I will place you where 
youlhall heare vs conferre of this, and by an aungularallurance 
haue your fatiffadion, and that without any further delay then 

this very euening. 

Glo.fi. He cannot be fuchamonltcr. 

Baft. Norisnctfure. ,. . , , 

Gloft. To his father,that fo tenderly andmtirely loues him 
heauen and earth ! Edmund feeke him out, wind rnee into him, I 
pray you frame your bufines after your own wifedome, I would 

vnftate my felfe to be in a due refolution. . . _ 

Baft I lball feeke him fir preftntly, conuey the bufinelle as I 
fliall fee meanes, and acquaint vou withall. p . 

Gloft. Thefelate eclipfes in the Sunne and Moone portend 
no good to vs, though the wifedome ofnaturecan K&m&m 

and thus yetnature §nds it felfe fcourg d by the fequent effects, 

loue cooles, friendfhip fals off, brothers diuidcpn Citties mu. 
tinies in Countries difeords, Pallaces treafon, the bond ciackt 
beeweene fonne and father •, find out this 
loofe thee nothing, doe it carefully, and the noble and 

ted Kent bani(ht,his offence ho neft, ftian« ft a ' r hat when 
Bad. This is the excellent foppery of the w° rl ^ffatw! 
we are ficke in Fortune, often the furfeit of our owne bebaumur, 

we make guiltie of our difafters, the Sunne, the ^one.and^c 

Starres^asifwe were Villainesby ncceffitic, ^oo ^ ^ 

lycompulfion, Knaues.Theeu*, and Tracers by ^unaall 










